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SIX EARLY LITERACY SKILLS 

Letter Knowledge Print Awareness

Print Motivation

Story 
Skills

Phoneme Awareness
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READING is SYMBOLIC:
The child’s understanding of these symbols 

must be built upon a foundation of 
CONCRETE EXPERIENCE (i.e. “background knowledge).

SYMBOLIC

Language  

Letters

Reading

Telling Stories

PLAY with language 

REPRESENTATION 

of common experiences – 

(i.e. play kitchen, wooden trucks, 
fisher-price little people, songs, 

rhymes, etc.- environment set up by a 
loving caregiver, attaching vocabulary 
to representational play experiences)

PLAY (with representational experiences)

SENSORIMOTOR 

Actual hands-on experience. Exploration of 
environment with all senses guided by a loving caregiver, 
attaching language to everyday experiences and routines 

through songs, rhymes, talking…

Play/ Background knowledge/hands on 
experiences.
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How does a child develop brain cell connections?

REVIEW



• Name the six early literacy skills.

• Name five ways to get those skills.

• How does a child develop brain cell connections?

• What is the C.A.R. method?

• Describe the difference between letter knowledge 
and phoneme awareness.

• Write down the titles and authors of 3 picture books 
to share with the child/ children in your care.

• For each book you choose, write down one dialogic 
reading technique you might use (i.e. a question or an interactive comment) 

Email your responses to the questions below (bobbeepennington@brazosliteracycoalition.org):
Once we have received your correct answers we will email your certificate of completion for 2 CPU’s in Early Literacy Development.

QUIZ



When you take the time to talk and play with 
the children in your care, you are actually 
building brain cell connections in them that 
will lead to their future success!

You are important!



Bobbee Pennington

MANAGING DIRECTOR

bobbeepennington@brazosliteracycoalition.org
(979) 777-8698

Brazos Valley Regional Literacy Coalition

https://brazosliteracycoalition.org

“To learn to read is to light a fire; every 

syllable that is spelled out is a spark.” 

                                                  -Victor Hugo



Websites to explore:
(cut and paste into your browser)

http://www.readingrockets.org/article/early-literacy-policy-and-practice-preschool-years

https://jbrary.com/youtube-playlists/

http://www.zerotothree.org

https://www.earlychildhoodwebinars.com/presenters/betty-bardige/

https://developingchild.harvard.edu/resources/5-steps-for-brain-building-serve-and-return/

https://www.bcslibrary.org/

https://www.bcslibrary.org/online-learning/#learningexpress  

http://www.urbanchildinstitute.org/

http://www.readingrockets.org/article/early-literacy-policy-and-practice-preschool-years
https://jbrary.com/youtube-playlists/
http://www.zerotothree.org/
https://www.earlychildhoodwebinars.com/presenters/betty-bardige/
https://developingchild.harvard.edu/resources/5-steps-for-brain-building-serve-and-return/
https://www.bcslibrary.org/
https://www.bcslibrary.org/online-learning/#learningexpress
http://www.urbanchildinstitute.org/
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